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Next day at II a.m. Higginss laboratory in WimpoU Street.
It is a room on the first floor', looking on the street; and was meant
for the drawing room. The double doors are in the middle of the
back wall; and persons entering find in the corner to their right two
tall file cabinets at right angles to one another against the walls. In
this corner stands aflat writing-table, on which are a phonograph, a
laryngoscope, a row of tiny organ pipes with a bellows, a set of lamp
chimneys for singing flames with burners attached to a gas plug in
the wall by an indiarubber tube, several tuning-forks of different si%es,
a life-si^e image of half a human head, shewing in section the vocal
organs, and a box containing a supply of wax cylinders for the
phonograph.

Further down the room, on the same side, is a fireplace, with a
comfortable leather-covered easy-chair at the side of the hearth
nearest the door, and a coal-scuttle. There is a clock on the mantel-
piece. Between the fireplace and the phonograph table is a stand for
newspapers.

On the other side of the central door, to the left of the visitor, is a
cabinet of shallow drawers. On it is a telephone and the telephone
directory. The corner beyond, and most of the side wall, is occupied
by a grand piano, with the keyboard at the end furthest from the
door, and a bench for the player extending the full length of the key-
board. On the piano is a dessert dish heaped with fruit and sweets,
mostly chocolates.

The middle of the room is clear. Besides the easy-chair, the piano
bench, and two chairs at the phonograph table, there is one stray
chair. It stands near the fireplace. On the walls, engravings: mostly
Piranesis and me^otint portraits. No paintings.

Pickering is seated at the table, putting down some cards and a
tuning-fork which he has been using. Higgins is standing up near
him, closing two or three file drawers which are hanging out. He
appears in the morning light as a robust, vital, appetising sort of
man of forty or thereabouts, dressed in a professional-looking black
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